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wŀǇǇƻǊǘŜǳǊΩǎ bƻǘŜ 

The following note reflects detailed 
discussions held during a private 
roundtable in Istanbul on the ‘Role of 
regional powers, institutions and 
actors in a new security architecture 
for the Middle East and North Africa’. 
These exchanges took place during a 
conference on ‘Towards a New 
Security Architecture for the MENA 
region’, organised by the Afro-Middle 
East Centre, in association with Al-
Sharq Forum, from 18 to 19 March 
2017. 

The participants in this roundtable 
discussed various dimensions of the 
regional security architecture in the 
Middle East and North Africa. Their 
discussion is here grouped into several 
questions corresponding to the 
questions where (at which level), 
when, and how. This note presents 
leads and pointers towards how 
eminent experts on the region 
responded to the following questions: 

 At which level should regional 
security architecture building 
efforts start?  

 What should be the guiding 
principles of such attempts? 

 When should we start 
discussing a new regional 
security architecture?  

 What are the fundamental 
questions needing to be 
answered to start talking about 
regional security architecture? 

 

²ƘŜǊŜ Řƻ ǿŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƛƴ 
ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƴƎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ 
ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŜΚ 
Any discussion of a new security 
architecture for the MENA region 
must start by identifying the threats 
and challenges to the existing 
mechanisms of the security 
architecture. We must first ask what 
these new and evolving threats are. 
We may want to start by seeing that 
the current structure is too state-
centric and that threats defined by 
global actors often do not reflect local 
actors’ sensitivities and threat 
perceptions. There usually is a gap 
between ‘threats’ as perceived by 
global actors and those seen by local 
actors. We may therefore want to 
distinguish local, regional and global 
concerns from one another. As the 
‘Global War on Terror’ showed us, 
global threat perceptions may ignore 
regional interests and threat 
perceptions. 

This may also imply that new security 
architecture should be established 
after first questioning whether it 
should rest on the state pillar. We 
should also see that some changes 
have already taken place on the 
ground, with these boundaries starting 
to disappear or become meaningless in 
some areas. In some places, there is 
already an administrative structure on 
the ground, which should not be 
securitized either. We may want to 
discuss reallocating the powers of 
central governments, meaning 
decentralizing governments, in 
conflict-ridden places such as Iraq and 
Syria. 




























